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How to Avoid Plagiarism

In order to avoid plagiarism, you must quote, paraphrase, and/or summarize the information from your source.  The best research papers use all three of these techniques.  
Define the following terms:

· Plagiarism:

· Quoting:

· Paraphrasing:

· Summarizing:

SAMPLE:  Read the following passage taken from pages 279-280 of John Grogan’s book Marley and Me.  Note the examples of quotation, paraphrase, and summary.

Is it possible for a dog—any dog, but especially a nutty, wildly uncontrollable one like ours—to point humans to the things that really matter in life?  I believed it was.  Loyalty.  Courage.  Devotion.  Simplicity.  Joy.  And the things that did not matter, too.  A dog has no use for fancy cars or big homes or designer clothes.  Status symbols mean nothing to him.  A water-logged stick will do just fine.  A dog judges others not by their color or creed or class but by who they are inside.  A dog doesn’t care if you are rich or poor, educated or illiterate, clever or dull.  Give him your heart and he will give you his. (279-280)
Quotation:  Humans can learn a lot from their furry companions.  As John Grogan describes in his book Marley and Me, “A dog judges others not by their color or creed or class but by who they are inside” (Grogan 280).  This is an important lesson for us all.

Paraphrase:  Humans can learn a lot from their furry companions.  John Grogan explains in his book Marley and Me that dogs teach us what is really important in life, and that differences in race or religion do not matter.  He contends that because material things are unimportant to dogs, they are unimpressed by wealth or social status; they judge humans solely on their character.  If you show love to a dog, he will show you unconditional love in return (Grogan 279-80).  This is an important lesson for us all.
Summary:  Humans can learn a lot from their furry companions.  John Grogan argues in his book Marley and Me that dogs are often wiser than their human owners.  While humans are concerned with social status and material possessions, dogs just want to love and be loved (Grogan 279-280).  This is an important lesson for us all.
Practice:  Now it’s your turn.  Quote, paraphrase, and summarize the following passage.
The summer after Marley's death…I admitted how nice it was to walk barefoot in the grass without watching where I stepped.  No doubt about it, life without a dog was easier and immensely simpler…The kids could eat without having to guard their plates.  The trash can didn’t have to go up on the counter when we left.  Once again we could sit back and enjoy in peace the wondrous show of a good lightening storm.  I especially liked the freedom of moving around the house without a giant yellow magnet glued to my heels.  Still, as a family, we were not quite whole. (287)
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